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On the frontline in quality assessment and examinations

The Development of Assessment of Minimum of Proficiency Level (AMPL) studies is a UNESCO Institute 
for Statistics (UIS) initiative. The three main studies are: AMPLa (for reporting at the end of lower primary-
Grade 2/3); AMPLb (for reporting at the end of primary-Grade 6/7) and AMPLab for (a combination of items 
in AMPLa and AMPLb for measuring on a continuum the minimum proficiency level at end of primary 
education).

This study will gather student learning and contextual data through Paper Based Assessment (PBA) mode 
of delivery to learners at Grade 6 which is the end of upper primary school. Two domains, Reading and 
Mathematics, will be assessed in the AMPLab study.

The overarching objective of the AMPLab project is to measure and analyse the performance of learners at 
the end of lower and upper primary using an assessment that aligns with the Global Proficiency Framework 
(GPF) Level 2. This will enable the collection of more informative data about where students are performing 
in terms of the minimum proficiency levels in reading and mathematics, produce baseline measures to set 
targets and compare learning gains/losses, facilitate reporting on SDG 4.1.1, aid the tracking of learning 
progress over time.  

Financial support for implementation of AMPL studies is provided by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
The Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER) is the technical partner contracted by UIS to 
design and implement the international technical aspects of the project. Research & Quality Assurance 
Department, through the National Assessment Centre (NAC), will undertake all the AMPLab activities. About 
five countries are expected to participate in the various AMPL studies. They include Bhutan, India, Kenya, 
Lesotho, and Zambia.

Kenya is at an advanced stage in its quest to participate in AMPLab study to enable reporting on how Grade 
6 learners are performing against the set minimum proficiency levels at the end of primary and suggest 
policy interventions based on the learning outcomes posted. KNEC shall be the AMPLab National Centre in 
Kenya.

The AMPLab project has three key phases as follows:

•	 Phase 1: Study initiation (November 2022-March 2023);

•	 Phase 2: Test administration preparation (March-May 2023); and

•	 Phase 3: Test administration and data submission (May-August 2023).


